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Aim:     To share with the girls the Christmas message through drama or a play.  This will be 
presented at the Final Fling/Awardz night.
Objectives: 
· To share the Christmas message.

· To present one of the dramas attached here, 

· OR  to present your own drama/play.

· OR to get the girls to put together and present their own drama of the Christmas story.  Divide the girls into groups for this and let them come up with the story lines, props, backdrops etc.  Your Churches will probably have lots of things they can help you with for this.
· To make some Christmas crafts
Preparation:

· Enough copies of the drama for each girl.
· If using the dramas as suggested, you may need to appoint a special “musical director” who can get the girls familiar with the songs.  Put the words onto a data projector so parents can join in too.  

· Props, clothing, backdrops and anything else needed to present the drama.

· Resources for completing the chosen Christmas crafts.

· Invitations to the Final Fling night. 

· Organise supper for final night.

Set Up:

Usual set up, roll call etc.

Devotions:

Share the Christmas story.

Games:

From the Games book, choose a couple of Christmas games to play.

Teaching Sessions:

Over the next three weeks the girls will work on a drama or play depicting the story of Christmas.  There are two outlines attached to this programme but you are welcome to use your own ideas.  
The other option is to let the girls write their own drama to perform at your Final Fling.

The fourth week will be the Final Fling and the giving out of badges earned this term.  Make this a really special celebration night acknowledging the work the girls have achieved throughout the year.  

God's Angels
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Characters 
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Narrator

Three Angels (Cherub, Gabriella, Angelica)

Three Shepherds

Three Wise Men

God’s Voice 

Mary

Joseph
Script
Scene I 
Sound FX: Angel Chimes 
(God’s three Angels are sitting on the stairs when the telephone rings, Cherub picks up the phone and listens for a few seconds) 
Cherub:  Hey Angels, listen up! It’s God! 
God:  Good Evening Gabriella, Angelica, and Cherub! 
All Angels:  Good Evening, Sir! 
God:  Are you Angels ready for your next assignment? 
Gabriella: Yes, God, we’re ready and willing! 
God:  Good!  This next assignment I have is just right for you, Gabriella.  I want you to find a young woman called Mary in Nazareth to tell her that she’s about to become a mother. 
Gabriella:  That doesn’t sound hard. 
God:  It’s going to be a little tricky, because she isn’t married yet… and her boyfriend Joseph is not the father. 
Angelica:  Wow! That will be a tough assignment!  Maybe Cherub and I should go along with Gabriella to make sure things go okay. 
God:  No, I think Gabriella will do just fine.  Besides, I’ll need one of you to go visit her boyfriend, Joseph.  Do I have a volunteer? 
Angelica:  I’ll do that! 
God:  Thank you, Angelica.  Okay, Angels, you’re on your way! 
EFX: Angel Chimes 
Narrator:  We are now in Nazareth, a town in Galilee, where Mary and Joseph live. 
[Mary is in her home washing dishes when Gabriella appears] 
Gabriella:  Greetings Mary!  The Lord is with you! 
Mary:  [drops her towel in surprise] How’d you get in my house?  The door was locked! 
Gabriella:  Oh, I have my ways [does a gung fu move].  I am Gabriella, one of God’s angels. 
Mary:  What are you doing here? 
Gabriella: God sent me!  Don’t be afraid!  You will soon be giving birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
Mary:  How can that be?  I’m not even married yet! 
Gabriella: Listen up!  My mission from God is to tell you that the Holy Spirit will come upon you.  The holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
Mary:  Well… I have total faith in God, so I believe that this is happening.  But… how will I explain this to my fiancé, Joseph? 
Gabriella:  Don’t worry, my partner, Angelica will deal with him. 
[Dim lights and switch characters to Angelica and Joseph.  Joseph is hammering a piece of wood angrily] 
Joseph:  [talking to himself] I don’t know what to do…. Maybe I shouldn’t marry Mary…. Hey, that sounds funny, "Marry Mary". 
[hammer, hammer]  People are talking about us behind our backs because Mary is having a baby, and I’m not the father! [hammer, hammer]…   I’m just so tired of all this!  [throws the hammer down and lays down to take a nap]  [Enter Angelica} 
Angelica:  Joseph, son of David… 
Joseph:  Huh?  Am I dreaming? 
Angelica: Do not be afraid to marry Mary!  The baby she is carrying is from the Holy Spirit.  You are to name the baby Jesus because He will save his people from their sins. 
Joseph:  [pinches himself] Ow!  Maybe I’m not dreaming… Are you for real? [reaches over to pinch the Angel] 
Angelica: [backs away] Hey, no pinching!  I’m just the messenger!  This is all taking place to fulfil what the Lord had said.  Mary will give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel, which means "God is with us" 
Joseph: [thinks for a second] If this is God’s plan, then I’m in!  [Angelica and Joseph exits] 
Song: "Oh Little Town of Bethlehem” include audience
Scene II 
[*Angel Chimes ~ Angels sitting on stairs when phone rings, Cherub answers the phone] 
Cherub:  Hey Angels, it’s God. 
God:  Good Evening Angels! 
All Angels:  Good Evening, Sir! 
God:  Good work, Gabriella and Angelica.  You’ve completed a successful mission: Mary and Joseph have married, and are headed to Bethlehem to have the baby.  Now, I have a new assignment for you Angels! 
Gabriella:  Great, Sir! What is it you want us to do? 
God:  I want you to go out into the fields and find shepherds watching over their sheep to tell them about your successful mission. 
Cherub:  Shepherds?  Why them?  Why not the shop keepers, or tax people? 
God:  Angels… you know I have my reasons!  Shepherds are simple, hardworking people who have been waiting for this just as much as the other people you’ve mentioned.  Now, get to work, Angels! 
All Angels:  Okay, God!  [*Angel Chimes] 
[Lights dim and angels exit] 
Song: "Hark the Herald Angel" include audience
[Shepherds are milling around with the sheep when the Angels appear, shining a bright light around them.  All the shepherds immediately fall to their knees in surprise] 
Shepherd 1:  What’s going on?  Are you taking away our sheep? 
Shepherd 4: Maybe they’re taking over our jobs! 
Cherub:  Oh, no, we wouldn’t do that!  We’re sent from God.  Don’t be scared, we bring you good news of great joy that will be for everyone.  Today, in the town of Bethlehem a Savior has been born to you.  He is Christ, the Lord. 
Shepherd 2:  I heard that this would be happening!  Where will we find him in Bethlehem? 
Cherub:  I can only give you a clue:  you will find him wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.  God says that you won’t have any trouble finding him. 
All Angels:  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill to all! 
Shepherd 3:  Let’s Go! 
[Angels and Shepherds Exit] 
Scene III 
(Angel Chimes~Angels sitting on the stairs, phone rings and Cherub answers] 
Cherub:  It’s God! 
All Angels:  Hi, God! 
God:  Hi Angels!  Good job with the shepherds!  This time I have an unusual assignment for you!  I’ll need you to go undercover. 
All Angels:  Undercover???? 
God:  Yes, I want you to be disguised as a Star.  There is a special team of people looking to find baby Jesus.  You, Angels, will be the sign for them to follow.  Do you think you can handle that? 
All Angels:  Sure, God!  We’re on our way! 
[Angel Chimes ~ Angels exit] 
Narrator:  And so it was…. Three special team agents went to Bethlehem to find the Christ child.  The men travelled for days when they noticed a particularly bright star… 
Wise man 1:  Look, up in the sky! 
Wise man 2:  Is it a bird?  Is it a plane? 
Wise man 1:  No, look at that bright star!  It seems to be calling us… 
Wise man 3:  Let’s go follow it! 
[** Audience sings:   “We three Kings” as the wise men and angels move together.  Angels, moving behind huge star, stop above where a manger lay.  Shepherds are also there around the manger.] 
Wise man 1:  Is that…??? 
Wise man 2:  Is that…?? 
Wise man 3:  Is that…?? 
Shepherd 1:  I thought that you were the wise men!  Of course this is Jesus! 
[The three wise men immediately go down on their knees and give the baby presents] 
Shepherd 2:  You guys really came prepared!  We didn’t bring anything! 
Shepherd 3:  That’s okay; we’ll give the world a gift by spreading the good news! 
Shepherd 4: Let’s go! 
Narrator:  So the Shepherds left to tell the world of the wondrous miracle that they had just witnessed:  Christ Jesus has been born! 
Song: Joy to the World [led by the shepherds] include audience.
[*Angel Chimes ~ Angels sit on stairs for last scene] 
Gabriella:  Well Angels, this was one of the most exciting missions I’ve ever been on! 
Angelica:  No kidding, those flying lessons we took really came in handy!  I wonder what God will have planned for us next? 
Cherub:  I don’t know, but will somebody else PLEASE answer the phone next time? 
[All three angels begin laughing] 
[Angel Chimes] 

   The Unopened Gift  
The stage is divided into three areas: the main area is a living room scene, a second area is for the choir, and a third area is for the nativity pantomimes. Props and sets may be simple or elaborate. The storyline needs to keep moving quickly between the scenes, and those pantomiming need to use plenty of action. If needed, the children can sing in the choir and also play another role.
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Family (dressed contemporarily)
Mother

Father

Andrew

Amy

Timmy

Susie
Nativity (dressed in biblical costume; pantomime only)
Joseph

Mary

Innkeeper

Angels

Shepherds

Wisemen

Herod

Priests & Scribes

Carollers (choir in street clothes, but with mittens, hats and mufflers).  The audience can join in with the carollers in the singing of the songs. 

Narrator

Family: (enters "living room")

Father: (rubbing stomach) Boy, that was a delicious Christmas dinner!

Andrew: Yes, I think that was the best cherry pie I’ve ever eaten!

Timmy: You think every cherry pie is the best one you’ve ever eaten.

Amy: Now it’s time to read the Christmas story, isn’t it Dad?

Father: Yes, Amy, it is. Susie, will you please get the Bible?

Susie: (gets up and gets Bible from small end table. Takes it to Father. ) I like to hear about Baby Jesus.

Father: Ok. Luke 2. (pause) Here it is. "And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree from Ceasar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city."

(Joseph and Mary enter slowly down the main aisle, and pantomime story as it is being read from the Bible)

Father: "And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem because he was of the house and lineage of David."

Carollers/Audience: O Little Town of Bethlehem
Mother: (listening) I think I hear carollers.

Timmy: I hope they sing a lot of songs.

Amy: Yes, I love listening to carols.

Susie: Me too!

Father: Now where were we?

( Mary and Joseph act out this part, with the Innkeeper, shaking his head, then pointing to the stable. The more dramatic their actions can be, the better.)

Father: "And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem because he was of the house and lineage of David. to be taxed with Mary, his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was that while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Carollers/Audience: Away in a Manger
 (Shepherds enter. On the "Lo the angel..." a spotlight suddenly shines on them. The shepherds fall to their knees in fear. )

Father: "And there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

Carollers/Audience: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night
Father: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

(Angels suddenly "appear" either from the darkness with the lights focusing on them, or having them step out from behind several areas.)

Father: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men."

Carollers: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
 (Shepherds excitedly make their way to the inn. Lights dim, and the angels exit.)

Father: And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger, and when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.

Carollers/Audience: O Come all Ye Faithful
Father: and all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

Carollers/Audience: What Child is This?
Father: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them."

(Shepherds exit. Father closes Bible) Well, we’ve heard some beautiful songs by the carollers, now how about if we sing one.

Susie: But what about the wise men?

Amy: Yes, let’s hear about the wise men.

Father: (opening Bible again) They’re not mentioned in Luke, so let’s turn to Matthew.

(Herod enters into the pantomiming area. Wise men enter down main aisle and make their way to Herod.)

Father: "Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod, the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem. Saying, where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and have come to worship him.

Carollers/Audience: We Three Kings - verse
(Priests and Scribes enter and pantomime trying to answer Herod. They examine their scrolls in desperation.)

Father: When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea. 
(Herod addresses the Wise men who "respond." Herod scratches chin as he slyly thinks of a suitable reply.)

Father: Then Herod, when he had called the wise men, enquired of them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search for the young child; and when you have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.

Carollers/Audience: We Three Kings - chorus
 (Herod and helpers exit. Wise men approach another area of the pantomime stage, where the see Joseph, Mary, and young Jesus.)

Father: When they saw the star, there was great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

(Wise men exit. After a slight pause, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus exit.)
Timmy: Let’s sing Joy To The World.
Amy: Yeah, let’s.

Susie: Yes.

Father: Ok. (Can lead the family or entire congregation)
Father: Now who wants to give a gift first?

Susie: I do! I do!

Father: Ok, we’ll let you start.

Susie: (goes to tree, picks out gift and brings it to Amy) I made it myself!

Amy: (takes lid off gift, and holds up some simple homemade object) Thank you Susie, it’s beautiful!

Father: Ok, who wants to be next?

Andrew: I have a special gift for Mum,

Father: (nods toward Andrew)
Andrew: goes to tree, gets gift and brings it to Mother.
Mother: Why thank you, Andrew. (but just sits there, doesn’t open it)
Andrew: (after a short pause) Well.... aren’t you going to open it?

Mother: Oh, I think I’ll wait until you children have opened some presents first.

Andrew: Oh- (pausing, disappointed) okay.

Timmy: I have a gift.

Father: (nods)
Timmy: (gets up, and brings gift to Andrew) This one is for you.

Andrew: (opens gift and displays it) Thank you, Timmy.

Amy: Is it my turn now?

Father: Yes, you may give a gift now.

Amy: (brings gift for Susie) Merry Christmas, Susie.

Susie: (lifts lid, and displays) Thank you, Amy!

Andrew: Mom, will you open yours from me, now?

Mother: In just a little bit. I’m having so much fun watching the other gifts being opened.

Susie: I have one for you, Daddy.

Father: (smiling) Ok, bring me your gift.

Susie: (brings gift to Father) This is special to you from me.

Father: I’m sure it is special. (opens gift, and displays) Thank you so much for this ________, Susie. Well, there’s only one gift left, and it’s from Aunt Ruth to all of us. Who wants to open it?

Timmy and Susie: I do!! I do!! (go to tree and lift lid off together)
Susie: It’s candy!

Timmy: My favourite. (takes box to Father, who takes one and passes it around, each member "eating" one.)
Andrew: Mom, now will you open my gift?

Mother: (hesitatingly) Well..... (looks at package, fingers bow)
Andrew: (obviously hurt) Why don’t you want to open my present? I made it just for you.

Mother: Oh, Andrew, I do want to open your present. But first I want you to think of something. Why do you want me to open it?

Andrew: Because I love you, Mum. And I want you to have it.

Mother: Then you must know just how we feel about you.

Andrew: About me?

Mother: Yes, we love you very much, Andrew. But you want to wait to receive God's gift of salvation. Just as I put off opening your gift so that I could watch the others open theirs.

Father: That’s right, Andrew. You’re afraid that accepting Jesus as your Saviour will make you miss out on other things. And so, you’ve been putting off that decision.

Andrew: Well, yes. But I always thought I would do it tomorrow -- or next week. I didn’t mean to put it off so long, but now, I see what you mean.

Father: We never know if tomorrow or next week will be too late. And that makes us sad.

Andrew: Can I pray right now? Can I ask Jesus to forgive my sins tonight? Right here?

Father and Mother: Yes you can, and we’ll pray with you.

(All of family bow heads)

Andrew: Dear Jesus, I know that I’ve sinned. I know that I need a Savior. Please forgive me and become that Saviour today.

Andrew: (solo) Thank You Lord
(Family stays bowed during the song. During the following narration, the mother pantomimes opening gifts, and the family passes around the candy, and examines gifts.)

Pianist: continues playing Thank You Lord softly
Narrator: Most of you have heard about how Jesus came as a baby, and how the shepherds and angels sang the glory of his birth. And most of you know that Jesus was God in the form of man, and that when He grew to a man, He offered Himself as the sacrifice for my sins, and yours. But maybe, just maybe, there is one of you here today who has put off that decision to accept Him as your personal Saviour. God loved you so much, that He sent Jesus here on earth, so that you can someday be with Him in heaven. What a gift! But just like the Mother in our story, you must choose to open and receive that gift. If you haven’t yet made that decision, would you do so today? Please don’t put it off. Salvation is the best gift you’ll ever receive.

                   Carollers and Audience together: We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

As well as practising for your Christmas drama, you may like to spend part of each session making a simple Christmas craft.  There are some ideas here or you can choose your own.

Christmas craft suggestions: 
Check out this website for other ideas www.craftbits.com 

[image: image7.png]


Pine Cone Topiary

Turn a pine cone into a simple, elegant and festive topiary in this easy and inexpensive Christmas craft project.

You Will Need:
· fully opened, dried pine cone

· acrylic paint, metallic paint or glitter glue to decorate pine cone

· clay pot in a size to suit your pine cone

· coordinating ribbon

· your choice of pot decoration - leave natural, paint or decoupage

· craft glue

· optional: sand, rice, or other substance to add weight to the clay pot

How to make:
1. Choose a clay pot and pine cone that fit together in such a way that the bottom of the pine cone fills, or just overlaps, the top of the clay pot.
2. If the pine cone hasn't opened fully, place it in 200° oven until it has dried and opened up completely.
3. Decorate the clay pot as desired - you can paint it in several coats of craft paint or spray paint, or decoupage with small overlapping squares of tissue paper, fabric or even cut-up pieces of Christmas cards or gift wrap. Try pinking shears to cut out the squares for a patchwork effect.  Use decoupage medium according to the directions on the jar, or simply use white glue thinned with a little water, applying the glue to the pot then overlapping decoupage pieces until the pot exterior is covered completely. Once the pot is completely covered in decoupage medium, let dry, then seal with a thin coat or two of decoupage medium or thinned glue.
4. If using rice or sand to weigh the pot down cut a circle of cardboard to cover the hole in the bottom of the pot, and then add the rice or sand.
5. Glue the pine cone in place, either just inside the rim of the pot or resting on it.
6. Highlight all the edges of the pine cone with dabs of craft paint, metallic paint or glitter glue. You can apply craft paint or metallic paint with a sponge; use the dispenser or glue gun to add glitter glue.
7. To finish, place a pretty ribbon around the rim of the clay pot, tie in a bow, and cut the ribbon ends on an angle or in a vee shape.
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Wrapping Paper Bow
Supplies:

Left over wrapping paper

Invisible tape such as Scotch Tape

Small piece of cardboard

Scissors

Ruler

Optional: small piece of double-sided tape for each bow
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How to Make a Paper Bow from Wrapping Paper
Instructions:
1. Cut the wrapping paper into strips that are approximately 10cm long by 2 cm wide. There's no need to use a ruler to cut each strip, but try to make them all roughly the same.
2. Cut a 4cm square of thin cardboard (cereal box or food box cardboard works well for this).
3. Take a cut strip of wrapping paper and fold it over into a curled loop, with the plain sides together. Bring one end about a quarter cm away from the other end and hold in place with a small piece of invisible tape, allowing the tape to extend past both ends about quarter cm.

4. Stick the first loop down on the cardboard square, centred at the edge of one side. Repeat with three more paper loops, so you have a loop in the middle of each side.
5. Take four more loops and stick them down at the corners of the square. At this point, your bow should look like the photo, shown above, at right.
6. Continue making paper loops, sticking each one down just in front of, and between two loops from the previous row. The bow will begin to fill in, as shown in the photo, lower right.
7. When you get to centre of the small square, make a single loop and stick this down right in the middle. Fluff the bow gently with your fingers and it should look like the completed bow shown in our large photo at the top of the page. It is now ready to decorate your next gift package.
8. Stick the bow onto a wrapped gift by making a loop of invisible tape with the sticky side out or, if you wish, use a small tab of double-sided tape instead.
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Paperback Christmas Tree
You will need:

· An old paperback book
· Wooden star
· Gold, silver or green spray paint
· Utility knife or sharp paring knife
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Project Instructions:
Choose a paperback book with a strong spine and remove the covers.



Slice the spine with a sharp knife to separate the first 30 pages. This will make the first half of the tree. 
Begin folding the pages, as shown in the Photo 1, at right. First, fold the top right corner toward the spine to form a right angled triangle.



Fold the triangle toward the spine again, as shown in Photo 2. 
The bottom edge of the page will overhang the bottom of the book.



Fold the overhanging triangle at the bottom of the book back up to form a straight line along the bottom of page, as shown in Photo 3.

Repeat with all thirty pages and set aside.
Use the knife to slice another 30 pages from the book. Turn this section so the spine is on the right, rather than left. Repeat the steps above to create a mirror image.
Glue the two halves of the Christmas tree together and add a wooden star at the top.
Spray paint the tree all over. You may need two or three coats for complete coverage.

Christmas Bells:
· One or Two terracotta pots

· Gold acrylic craft paint

· Cord

· Spray on varnish

· Large beads (3)
Start by painting the pot in a base colour. Suggested colours are Green , Red or Gold. 

Tie a knot in one end of some cord. 

Thread on one bead then tie a second knot about 2.5cms higher than the first bead.

Thread the cord through the drainage hole in the bottom of the pot. The beads should hang on the inside of the bell, one being the bell clanger the other stopping the cord from going through the hole.

Once it is threaded through tie on a third bead to hide the drainage hole from the top view.

Cut the cord to a desired hanging length. 

Tie a loop for the hanger. 
Your may want to try two of these hanging together to form a traditional two bell look.
Reminders for Special Awardz Night:

· Send invitations out to parents, families and church members

· Ensure you have everything you need for the drama

· Organise supper

· Order Awards for girls

Closing night for end of year:

Provide the start date for the new year and give the girls some idea as to what they will be doing within the programme.

Closing prayer

Home
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